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Cross Party Group on Violence against Women and Children 

‘Violence against Women and Children: Education and Prevention’ 
Sponsored by Bethan Jenkins AM and Mark Isherwood AM 

7th March 2017, 12:00‐13:30 
Seminar Rooms, Pierhead 

 
Attendees: 
Bethan Jenkins AM (Co-chair) 
Mark Isherwood AM (Co-chair) 
Carl Sargeant AM, Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children 
Hilary Watson – Welsh Women’s Aid (minutes) 
Prof Emma Renold – Cardiff University (speaker) 
Hannah Wharf – Welsh Women’s Aid (speaker) 
Nia Griffiths – Curriculum Reform Division (speaker – via telephone link) 
Gwendolyn Sterk – Welsh Women’s Aid 
Eleri Butler – Welsh Women’s Aid 
Ami Willcox – Welsh Women’s Aid 
Kay Lemon – Welsh Women’s Aid 
Gwilym Roberts – Relate Cymru 
Sarah Thomas – The WI 
Faith McCready – All Wales School Liaison Core Programme 
Bethan – SEEDS 
Gauri – SEEDS 
Sarah – SEEDS 
Kamal – SEEDS 
Natalie Blakeborough – Newport Women’s Aid 
Fflur Elin – NUS Wales 
Emma Flanagan – Safer Wales 
Sharon Hughes – Hafan Cymru 
Rhodri Walters – Hafan Cymru 
Mutale Merrill – BAWSO 
Menna Thomas – Barnardo’s  
 
Apologies: 
Simon Thomas AM 
Lee Waters AM 
Mair Rigby – WEN Wales  
Sarah Thomas – New Pathways 
Jane Ruthe – RASASC 
Jan Pickles – National Independent Safeguarding Board 
Bernie Bowen-Thomson – Safer Wales 
Vivienne Liang – NSPCC 
Ruth Millineux – NSPCC  
Sam Clutton – Barnardo’s  
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  Minutes 
Speakers: 

Hannah Wharf - Head of Engagement, Welsh Women’s Aid 
‘Delivering a Whole Educational Approach: the role of specialist services’ Whole Educational 
Approach document: http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/commsafety/151020-whole-
education-approach-good-practice-guide-en.pdf 
 
The presentation outlined: 
Educational institutions are a place where disclosure can take place and sites of early 
intervention. Young people can learn skills and knowledge, change behaviour, promote safe 
relationship education and gender equality. Not one off lessons or training – rather, learning 
about Violence against women and children and healthy relationships across the curriculum. 
Complete approach to ending all violence against women and children - staff learning, parents 
and community learning and young people learning. 

Prof Emma Renold - Cardiff University 
‘How gender equality matters: sharing case studies from the new resource, “AGENDA: A young 
people's guide to making positive relationships matter”’ Download AGENDA free: 
http://agenda.wales/agenda/ 

The presentation outlined: 
Headline findings that gender inequalities between young people are often used to trivialise or 
justify “normalised” sexual harassment, dismissing insults like “gay” and “girl” (heard by 95% 
children) as banter. Many young people, especially younger age groups are unclear on what 
constitutes consensual sexual activity. The 3 areas of the Agenda young person’s toolkit are:  

 participation  
 student learning 
 campaigning. 

 

Nia Griffiths - Head of Area of Learning and Experience within the Curriculum Reform 
Division of Welsh Government 
‘Whole Educational Approach: an update on progress with the New Curriculum’ 
 
The presentation outlined: 

The findings from the Strategic Design groups will now inform the design and development of 
the Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs). AoLE groups were announced in January, and 
25 new Pioneer Schools joined the network to help with the next phase of development. Nia 
tabled the statement attached:  

Nia Griffiths

 

Estyn Statement:  
Estyn’s remit report on the extent and delivery of healthy relationships education is scheduled to 
be published in July 2017.  Statement attached:  

Estyn Statement
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Discussion: 
1. Current provision: It was noted that there are a number of programmes and toolkits 

delivered by specialists across the violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual 
violence sector and the police, including Spectrum (Hafan Cymru), S.T.A.R. (Welsh 
Women’s Aid), AGENDA (led by Cardiff University and co-produced with NSPCC 
Cymru, Welsh Women’s Aid, the Children’s Commissioner for Wales and Welsh 
Government) and the All Wales School Liaison Core Programme (delivered in 
partnership between the Welsh Government, the four Welsh Police Forces and schools). 

2. Breadth of healthy relationship education in new curriculum: it was discussed 
whether the curriculum developments were around other forms of healthy relationships 
in addition to abuse. Nia Griffiths responded that it was early stages in the development 
of the new curriculum. Will be looking at putting together a healthy relationship panel. 

3. Whole Educational Approach in every school: Recent recommendation of survivors 
of violence against women was a whole educational approach in every school. This must 
be supported by specialist violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence 
sector. It was suggested that the whole education approach needs to become part of a 
whole community approach and not just fixed in school settings.  

4. Interim before new curriculum: As a new curriculum will take some time to take effect, 
concerns were raised around the children currently in education who will miss out on the 
enhanced wellbeing and healthy relationship education offered in the future.  

5. Whole Community Approach: It was discussed that a whole education approach in 
relation to black and ethnic minority communities needs to be supported by a whole 
community approach which is developed by and for black and ethnic minority 
communities. This needs to be done with the expertise of BME specialists violence 
against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence organisations.   

6. Within National Strategy framework: The promotion and delivery of the whole 
education approach needs be set out within the delivery of the ‘National Violence against 
Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Strategy 2016-2021’. 

7. Schools unaware of Act and guidance: Many schools in Wales seem to be unaware 
of the VAWDASV Act, the Whole Education Approach guidance document and toolkit 
and AGENDA resources. Teachers and local education authority leads need to know 
about their new duties under the Act and the resources and guidance available to 
support their teaching of around issues relating to violence against women and children, 
domestic abuse and sexual violence.  

8. School Timetables: concerns were raised that while there is hope that things will 
improve with Donaldson Review and current Personal and Sexual Education (PSE) 
classes are of a good standard, there is no assigned time in school timetables, meaning 
that PSE is delivered ad hoc and important topics can be missed altogether from the 
whole school education of an individual if these lessons coincide with an absence from 
school. 

 
Next meeting – 24th May 2017 on Welfare Reforms 
 

Actions: 
1. Email out details of the ‘secret’ Facebook group to all contacts (secretariat) 
2. Circulate ‘Good Practice Guide: A Whole Education Approach to Violence Against 

Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence in Wales’ (secretariat) 
http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/commsafety/151020-whole-education-approach-
good-practice-guide-en.pdf 

3. Circulate Emma Renold’s PowerPoint (secretariat) 
4. Letter to Kirsty Williams AM Cabinet Secretary for Education on how local authorities are 

dealing with issues raised in discussion and how Welsh Government are communicating 
with schools around resources already available (secretariat & Chairs) 

 


